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Germ cells are the stem cells of the next generation. They are not needed for any
vital functions of an organism, yet, as sperm or egg, they are key to reproduction.
Thus, due to their special needs, we envision that these cells are endowed with
specialized mechanisms that control their behavior. We are particularly interested
in how the germ cell program is established in the early embryo and have found that
transcription is largely blocked in early germ cells while specific maternal products
persist longer in germ cells than in the rest of the body. In order to produce gametes
throughout adult life germ cells regulate the rate of self- renewal and
differentiation. We are interested in the control mechanisms that prevent
premature differentiation and that detect and eliminate aberrant gametes. We
study how germ cells defend against endogenous threats such as transposable
elements while keeping the opportunity for genetic change and evolution open.

Monday, February 11, 2013 04:30pm - 05:30pm
Raiffeisen Lecture Hall, Central Building

This invitation is valid as a ticket for the ISTA Shuttle from and to Heiligenstadt Station.
Please find a schedule of the ISTA Shuttle on our webpage:
https://ista.ac.at/en/campus/how-to-get-here/ The ISTA Shuttle bus is marked ISTA Shuttle
(#142) and has the Institute Logo printed on the side.
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