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This year, the European Research Council (ERC) celebrates its tenth anniversary of funding high-quality,
science-driven research. The ERC is widely perceived as a 'success story', and its most remarkable feature
is the high reputation attached to its grants. Based on a comprehensive analysis of the ERCs unlikely
inception, its governance strictures and procedural principles of allocating funding to research projects,
this presentation will provide a fuller picture of this remarkable funding agency. In particular, the
intricacies of the ERC decision-making procedure (aka peer review) will be highlighted for discussion.

Thomas König is a social scientist specializing on the relationship of science and politics. After studying
political science and history in Vienna, Copenhagen, and Minneapolis, Thomas has held positions both in
academia and in policy-making. In 2014, he was a Fulbright Scholar at Harvard University. Besides several
other academic publications, he recently published the first historical assessment of the European
Research Council (with Polity, Cambridge UK). Currently, he works as strategic advisor to the director of
the Institute for Advanced Studies, Vienna, and is looking forward to a half-year parental leave with his
younger daughter, Lucy.

Monday, March 13, 2017 11:00am - 12:15pm
Raiffeisen Lecture Hall, Central Building

This invitation is valid as a ticket for the ISTA Shuttle from and to Heiligenstadt Station.
Please find a schedule of the ISTA Shuttle on our webpage:
https://ista.ac.at/en/campus/how-to-get-here/ The ISTA Shuttle bus is marked ISTA Shuttle
(#142) and has the Institute Logo printed on the side.
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