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Colloquium

Vantage Points and Sign Patterns

Noga Alon

Princeton University and Tel Aviv University

Host: Laszlo Erdds & Uli Wagner

Motivated by a possible application in Social Choice, | will discuss a recent work with Defant, Kravitz and
Zhu that studies the number of ways to order points in the plane or in higher dimension according to the
sum of their (Euclidean) distances from chosen vantage points.A crucial mathematical tool here is an
extension of results of Milnor and Warren about sign patterns of real polynomials, that have been used in
the study of several problems in Discrete Mathematics and theoretical Computer Science, to a version
that deals with sign patterns of more general functions.

Wednesday, December 3, 2025 03:30pm - 04:30pm

Raiffeisen Lecture Hall, Central Building

This invitation is valid as a ticket for the ISTA Shuttle from and to Heiligenstadt Station.
Please find a schedule of the ISTA Shuttle on our webpage:
https://ista.ac.at/en/campus/how-to-get-here/ The ISTA Shuttle bus is marked ISTA Shuttle
(#142) and has the Institute Logo printed on the side.
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